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Sir: 

I. REAL PARTY IN INTEREST 

The real party in interest for this application is the Assignee: 
COMPTEL CORPORATION. 



»■ RELATED APPEALS AND INTERF ERENCES 

... ! ^ v cet oj K Juect > 

•Jtsoaed b; or Vko o a l\ annu on the Board's decision in this appeal 

Ml. ST AIDS OF CLAIMS 

A. Total Mumbei of Claims in Application 

There are 6 claims pending in application. 
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Application No.: 1 0/512,048 Docket No.: 0365-0609PUS I 

8. Current Status of Claims 

1. Claims canceled: 1-16 and 22. 

2. Claims withdrawn from consideration but not ca? it ie< i x one 

3. Claims pending: 17-21 and 23 

4. Claims allowed: None 

5. urns reject c* 7 and 23 

C. Claims on Appeal 

The clanns on appeal are claims 17-21 and 23. 

STATUS OF AMENDMENT'S 

; i e amending inde > 

!? and 23 to include the subject matter of canceled claim 22 was submitted on August 10, 2010. 
According to the Advisory Action issued September 17, 2010. the amendment was entered for 
purposes of Appeal 

V. SUMMARY O F THE CLAIMED SUBJECT MATTER 

Intelligent Network (IN)-based Pre-Paid services were originally made for billing 
switched-ci.rcu.it calls, making it difficult to adapt new services to them. On the other hand, 
particularly in mobile telephone traffic, Pre-Paid services are widely used in some countries. 
Particularly in countrk in Southern Europe, where the use ; ; ,c r , 

extreme esprt i< c u so this form of operation is so dominant, operators are unwilling to 
. N x m ^ ^ , changes i the basic structure o s k system, ; c, t k Pm Ann s < * 
Therefore tor other services to be connected to this existing system for billing, they must 
simulate norma! sv itehed-circuit voice calls. 

^ tion arranges ap v. es. ?ut < ^ Ri o 

communicate &ith a proxy and the Pre-Paid platform correspon I duh 
ding module communk 

e ?roxj (4) is used to collect and contro the rate and ) 
of the servmes used by the customer, and the billing module (5) is used to bill the customer's 
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Pre-Paid account which is located on the Pre-Paid platform (8), or in a system behind it. As a 
result, the present invention creates a modular system in connection with a Pre-Paid platform, to 

comprehensive billing models and also permits the comprehensive connection or service 
providers to the Pre-Paid platform. 

Independent claim 17 is directed to a method for managing customer accounts in 
connection with a Pre-Paid platform, comprising: 

fee ving al 1 proxv i-P 1 a reques foi service i Spe< 

26-32); 

determining, at the proxy (4), a service code associated with the requested service 
(Specification p. 5, 11. 27-32 and Fig. 1); 

c ' _ 'oe data, including the service code, to a charging module (5) (Specification 
p. 5,11 26-32 and Fig. 1); 

converting, in the charging module, the received charge data and service code into a 
predefined format accepted by the Pre-Paid platform (8) (Specification p. 6, 11. 12-16 and Fig. 1); 

sending the converted charge data to the Pre-Paid platform (8) (Specification p. 6. 11. 14- 
16 and Fig. 1); 

receiving an indication from the Pre-Paid platform (8) as to whether the subscriber has an 
adequate balance to cover the requested service (Specification p. 6, 1. 32 to p. 7, 1. 4 and Fig. 1); 
and 

controlling, by the proxy, whether or not the requested service is provided based on the 
t> ox w m, the converted charge data including at least a B-number and a time 
k initi Ipecifica x 6, 1 2 5 3 " 1 1 and Fig 

, ir\of uon hei em be m made io^ 1 1 v v 
Jt s v -> v i > ^ 5 *s v ied inven ion. 

VL GROUNDS OF REJECTION TO BE REVIEWED ON APPEAL 

i he final * )ffice Action provides one (1) ground of rejection for review on appeal. 
1) Claims 17-21 and 23 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2002/0156732 to Odij le- 
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to Titos ("Titus"'}, forther in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,760,41? to Walienius 
("Wallenius").. 

V1L ARGUMENTS 

•T - i ■> u ^ _ 

_ s _ _ 

element. 

In order to support a rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 103, the Examiner must establish a 
pnt.h fom v v. o e-4<inhsh > ^ v s >• 

must be met First, there must be some rationale to combine the cited references. Second, there 
must be a s % i of success. Finally, the < e and ever} 

claimed element. In the present case, claims 17-21 and 23 are patentable over the combination 
ofounk s una Wallenius for at least the tact that the combination fails to disclose each and 
eves} . cm* s -cussed below, 
v r v t 17 

Chom 17 defines a method of managing customer accounts in connection with a Ore-Paid 
platform. The method includes, inter alia, receiving, at a proxy, a request for service from a 
subscriber; determining, at the proxy, a service code associated with the requested sen-ice; 
miring „ ego ho minding the service code, to a charging module; convening, in the 

and sendee code into a pre ie t 
the Pre- P o mud the converte c arge da me he Pre-Pc d platform the converted 

Pre-paid platform as to whether the subscriber has a" i, et the requested 

k <. iy the proxy, whether or not the requested service is provided based on 

the reeei \vd » j id »-„am-u. 

kchorfo) the Ex nine eiies u \\ emus i caching the 
ed s < charging mod e reeei vet a and sendee code 

into a predefined format accepted by the pre-paid platform'" (Final Action, p. 4}. However, 
nowhere in Wallenius is there any disclosure or suggestion of the converted charge data 
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including a B-number and a time definition as claimed. To the contrary, WaHenius specifically 
discloses that the converted charge data is "expressed as an amount of money spent or as 
charging pulses." See column 2, lines 18-20 of WaHenius. 

Although Wa emus discloses a method and system for charging a subscriber in a 
v^v v < ,k which induces convei ing even an - c 

from a node, by applying network charging algorithms, to provide a real-time, charging data 
format understandable to the subscriber's billing unit, nowhere in WaHenius is there any 
v Swose v < n < 01 v v. a ic i v t , < 3-*un*hc n ne aefii , on 

as claimed. To the contrary, WaHenius specifically discloses that the converted charge data is 
'"expressed as an amount of money spent or as eh l » pt .-on Sec column 2, lines 18-20 of 
WaHenius \ceorc e o ^« e it i x 

numbet .> fi ntion 

Furthermore, even if, arguendo, it is known that charge data can include a B-number and 
imu d<. s suggested by the Examiner in the Advisory Action mailed September 17. 

2010), Appellants note that the claimed method recites "converting, in the charging module, the 
received charge data and service code into a predefined format. . .the converted charge data 
including a B-mimber and a time definition". Therefore, the mere fact that it is known in the 
telecommunications arts to use, inter alia, a B-number and time duration as charging data is not 
equivalent to converting received charge data in the predefined format as claimed. 

To the contrary, if one skilled in the art were to apply known billing methods to the 
\ ^ v of the combination of Odijk, Titus, and WaHenius, it would not. result in 

> iu > s v i wherein the conventional imling/charge data (i.e., based 
on time duration) is converted into charge data expressed as an amount of money spent or as 
dungs s - loses by WaHenius). Nowhere in the Odijk, Titus, or WaHenius is there 

any disclosure or suggestion of: receiving charge data, including a service code in a charging 
module: converting, in the charging module, the received charge data and service code into a 
I i.c b> a Pie-Paid platform; and sending the converted data, including a 

B-nu nbc . on to the Pre-paid plait rm foi co i u 

claimed. 

Since Odijk, Titus, and WaHenius each fail to disclose or suggest a method lor managing 
v. s > e t with a Pre-Paid n (see iset s >ove.) as d, the 
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combination of these three references cannot possibly disclose or suggest said elements. 
Therefore, even if one skilled in the art had some rationale to combine Odijk, Titus, and 
Waif emus - mts d concede), the con \ 

17 in tate ble 1 cais.se the combination fails \ e^desc >.cT^ auu ^ v c. i. u . ei roc; 

■ 'i .ens 18-21 depend from claim 17. Likewise, claim 23 defines a recording medium 
s ores as claim i" <. <. s I S-2 

are patentable over the combination of Odijk, Titus, and WaBcnius for at feast those reasons 
presented above \> ith respect ro claim 17. 

VIIL CLAIMS 

A copy of die claims involved in the present appeal is »v v vpncndix A. 

IX. EVIDENCE 

There is no additional evidence pursuant to §§ 1.130, 1.131, or 1.132 and/or evidence 
entered by or rehed upon by the examiner that is relevant to this appeal as noted in Appendix B. 

X. RELATED PROCEEDINGS 

No related proceedings are referenced in II. above, and thus, copies of decisions in 
ot provided 

XI. CONCLUSION 

Th> vlmdrov d ...f iii.. -attending rejections and the allowance of claims 17-21 and 23 
are earnest < soiled ;d 
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If necessary, the Director is hereby authorized in this, concurrent, and future replies to 



charge any fees required during the peiduc\ * he r* } p >t t <. v ed < 
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APPENDIX A 

Claims involved in the Appeal of Application No. 10/512,046 



1 7. A method for managing customer accounts in connection with a Pre-Paid platform, 
the method comprising: 

receiving, at a proxy, a request for service from a subscriber: 
de inn v p ox> , a sendee code associated with the requested service; 

sending charge data, including the service code, to a charging module; 
converting, in the charging module, the received charge data and service code into a 
predefined format accepted by the Pre-Paid platform; 

sending the converted charge data to the Pre-Paid platform; 

receiving an indication from the Pre-Paid platform as to whether the subscriber has an 
m \ m , wquesmd service; and 

controlling, by the proxy, whether or not the requested service is provided based on the 
received indication, the converted charge data including at least a B-number and a time 
definition. 

18. The method of claim 1 7, wherein the converted charge data is based on a predefined 
charging del as edited wi ie * en ice code. 

19. The method of claim 17, wherein the charge data includes data relating the amount 
of the service used. 

>i : the method of claim 17, wherein the converted charge data is sent to the Pre-Paid 
platform using an INAP protocol. 
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21 . The method of claim 17, wherein the converted charge (lata is sent to the Pre-paid 
- ;- rg . ^ s 

23. A computer readable medium having stored thereon instructions which cause one or 
more processors to perform the steps of: 

receiving, at a proxy, a request for service from a subscriber; 

\ it. I \e proxy, a sen ice code associated with the requested service; 
t • - eh r ge data, including the service code, to a charging module; 
converting, in the charging module, the received charge data and service code into a 
p edc v . , > \v ! ^ the Pre-Paid platform; 

sending the converted charge data to the Pre-Paid platform., the converted charge data 
including at least a B-number and a time definition: 

receiving an indication from the Pre-Paid platform as to whether the subscriber has an 

e to cover the icquested sendee; and 
controlling, by the proxy, whether or not the requested service is pro* idea based on UK- 
received indication. 
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There is no additional evidence pursuant to §§ I " 
entered b> up< by the examiner that is. relevant to M$ appeal. 
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APPENDIX -C 

There are no related proceedings. 
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